Introduction
The Macleay Valley in north-eastern New South
Wales is an area of exceptional land snail diversity. Stanisic (1994) Moisture is critical for the survival of land snails. Because areas of rainforest are indicative of long term moisture stability it is not surprising that significant snail communities live in the rainforests of eastern Australia (Bishop, 1981; Smith, 1984; Stanisic, 1994 respectively) and the coastline and the Great Escarpment (in the east and west respectively). Collecting sites are confined within 30°30'-3 1°30'S and 152W-153°00'E (Fig. 1) .
Rainfall in the region is generally nonseasonal (Nix, 1981) (Floyd, 1983 (Floyd, 1980) (Bishop, 1981 (Stanisic, 1990) Numbers of species per site (Fig. 4) The insular nature of the region's land snail fauna is evident in the analysis of the species distribution profiles (Fig. 5) . Forty-eight species occur only within the study area. Most of these belong to the Charopidae (32 species) which are very small and presumably less able to disperse. However, somewhat surprisingly, there are also a significant number of larger Camaenidae (9 species) endemic to the region. In the case of the (Stanisic, 1994) . The total number of species compares favourably with that of the Wet Tropics biogeographic region (Galloway and Kemp, 1981 (Lishmund et al., 1986) There has been a tendency to focus on humid and moist rainforest types in the conservation debate to the detriment of the dry rainforest communities which are widespread in eastern Australia (Gillison, 1987 (Floyd, 1987) 
